
LEAP/nonfiction
Literature Enrichment Activities for Paperbacks

A well-balanced, well-taught reading program
including both fiction and nonfiction texts helps chil-
dren learn to read for information and for pleasure.
By the end of such a program, most children possess
the skills essential to good reading. Many have
learned that reading is rewarding and useful. They
have become readers.

The purpose of the LEAP Nonfiction series is to
give children the opportunity to read nonfiction
books by themselves, to enjoy some activities quite
different from those usually associated with formal
content-area reading, and to become acquainted with
some of the best of children’s nonfiction literature.
The ultimate goal of LEAP Nonfiction is to encourage
children to become readers and to promote a love of
nonfiction reading that is not necessarily a natural
consequence of becoming proficient in skills.

Even young children thirst for information about
their changing world. As children progress through
the grades, it is important that they maintain a sense
of curiosity about the real world that goes beyond
what they are required to learn in formal content-
area studies. Reading nonfiction that appeals to their
personal interests is one sure way to build a habit of
curiosity that can last a lifetime.

Publishers today are producing many interesting
nonfiction books for children at all levels, even for
younger children who are just beginning to develop
independence in reading. The LEAP packets for
younger children have been designed to increase the
pleasure children experience from such books and to
help them gain confidence in their emerging skills.

Sometimes children who can read well, children
who are proficient in skills, do not see any reason to
make reading an important activity. The golden age
for helping children to cultivate a love of reading is
at the time when they emerge as independent
readers, when they are full of questions about the
world, before the pressure of adolescence becomes
all-absorbing. The LEAP Nonfiction packets for these 

children have been designed to encourage reading
for pleasure and to provide the opportunity for chil-
dren to apply and thus reinforce the skills they have
learned in their instructional reading program.

The LEAP program differs from a completely indi-
vidualized approach in which children select and
read books of their own choice and talk only briefly
with the teacher about their reading. In LEAP, a
group of children all read the same book indepen-
dently and then share and discuss it with their peers
and the teacher. The intent is to deepen the chil-
dren’s appreciation, understanding, and enjoyment
through this interaction. This program, unlike a skills
program, does not emphasize skill sheets, workbook
pages, or skill tests.

Depending on the type of instructional program
being used, teachers will find different ways to use
LEAP Nonfiction with students of all ability levels.
LEAP can be used at intervals during the school year
when a group of students has reached a logical
break in the basal reading program or when the
group needs a breather, a time to enjoy reading a
good book and to share that experience. Reading,
discussing, and completing the activities related to a
book may take two or three days or as long as a
week, after which students return to their regular
reading instruction.

LEAP Nonfiction titles can also be used to extend
students’ fluency with text in a whole-language 
setting. Books may be chosen to fit specific themes
or enrich and extend a program of content-area 
reading.

Because LEAP Nonfiction is an enrichment pro-
gram, the most appropriate assessment measure is to
give a holistic evaluation of the readers’ work on the
completed activity packet and on their participation
in cooperative group activities. You may also wish 
to encourage readers to include completed activity
packets in their portfolios as part of an ongoing 
program of portfolio assessment.
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Summary
The Magic School Bus on the Ocean Floor intro-

duces readers to the wonders of ocean life, including
the nature of the plants and animals on the ocean
floor, at a hot water vent, and on a coral reef. Labels
on the plants and animals help children identify
familiar as well as exotic sea creatures and ocean for-
mations. Joanna Cole and Bruce Degen also provide
informative sidebars about such topics as why the
ocean is salty, where sand comes from, and how
waves are made.

The brief multiple-choice test at the back of the
book helps children distinguish between fact and
fantasy by explaining that a school bus cannot really
dive into the ocean and that the ocean cannot be
explored in a single day. It also explains that ocean
animals can make sounds but cannot speak as they
do in the book.

Before Reading
Before distributing the book or the activity pack-

ets, discuss with children what they think the ocean
depths might be like. Ask what kinds of plants and
animals they might find. Guide readers to draw on
what they know from books and movies. Ask chil-
dren what they know about ocean life and what fish
and seafood they may have eaten or seen in a fish
store or supermarket. Then tell children that The
Magic School Bus on the Ocean Floor is about the
ocean and the amazing plants and animals that live
there. You may wish to tell students that they are
about to take an exciting trip to the ocean’s floor—
without getting wet!

Distribute the books and activity packets. Ask chil-
dren to look at the cover of the packet and answer
the Think question. Invite them to share what they
know about each of the plants or animals shown in
the drawing. Ask readers to turn to page 2 of the
packet and guide them through the Be an Active
Reader activities. Discuss the first two activities as a
group so everyone can benefit from the discussion.
You may wish to model effective responses by
adding your own observations as well. Have children
complete the final two activities on their own before
sharing their responses with the group. Encourage
children to make their personal reading goals and
questions as specific and detailed as they can. Then
ask readers to turn to page 3 and to talk about the
Reading Log. Encourage them to make entries in
their logs whenever they want as they are reading
and always before they finish reading for the day.

Next, turn to the Build Your Vocabulary activity
on page 4. Go over the meanings of the vocabulary
words. Invite readers to use a dictionary to find the
meaning of any unfamiliar word so you can be sure
that every student understands each word.

Set a time for completing the reading and the
Making Connections activities on pages 5 –7. Tell
children when the answers will be discussed.

After Reading
Then have children get together to talk about the

open-ended Think and Discuss questions on page
8. This is also a good time to have readers share
their responses to the written activities on pages 5 –7.

You will need to have the following items on
hand for the More Things to Do activities, page 8:
art supplies such as clay, balloons, and paper; some
index cards; a microscope or magnifying glass; an
encyclopedia or books about whales.

Read the More Things to Do activities with stu-
dents and encourage them to select the ones they
would like to complete. Have children work through
these activities on their own. If time permits, host
your own Magic School Bus Day by taking your class
on a trip to another class to share their findings.

Answers
Page 1, Think 

Possible answers include moray eels, giant clams,
octopuses, spiny lobsters, sea stars, and fish.

Page 4, Wet and Wild Words
1. mammal 2. urchin 3. seaweed 4. shark 

5. eel 6. lobster 7. shells The hidden word is 
mussels.

Page 5, Glub! Glub!
Dolphins, whales, seals, and walruses are 

mammals that live in the ocean. Waves are caused
by wind. Fish breathe through organs called gills.
Water flows into the fish’s mouth, through the gills,
and out through slits in the fish’s side. Plankton is a
mass of plants and animals that floats near the sur-
face of the ocean. 

Page 7, Writing About the Ocean 
Help children write the address in the correct for-

mat on the correct lines. Remind them to use words
on their postcard appropriate to their audience.
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DURING READING
K E E P  A  R E A D I N G  L O G

Every time you read a new book, you explore a new world. You find out
things you never knew before. You learn more about what you already
know.

Facts I already know about the ocean

Facts I didn’t know

Facts from the book I would like to know more about 
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BUILD YOUR VOCABULARY
W E T  A N D  W I L D  W O R D S

Here are some important words from the book that you can use to talk
about life under the ocean.

seaweed lobster shark urchin
shells eel mammal

First, unscramble each of the seven words so that it matches its clue. Then
fill in the unscrambled words on the numbered lines. When you have
finished the puzzle, you will find the answer to the riddle by copying the
boxed letter of each word in the space provided.
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Clues Words

1. A dolphin, a seal, or a whale. 1. lammam __ __ __ __ __

2. A round sea animal. It has sharp 2. nichur sea  __ __ __ __ __
spikes to protect it.

3. These plants grow in an undersea 3. edewesa __ __ __ __ __ __
garden.

4. A fast swimmer with razor-sharp 4. askhr __ __ __ __
teeth.

5. A long, snakelike fish. 5. lee __ __

6. An ocean creature with claws 6. tbolsre __ __ __ __ __ __
and a hard shell.

7. You can find these when they 7. llhsse __ __ __ __ __ 
wash up on the beach.

We live in shells and sleep in beds but we’re not clams. Who are we?

__ __ __ __ __ __ __
1 2 3 4 5 6 7



MAKING CONNECTIONS
G L U B !  G L U B !

Make a flap board with fishy facts! You will need two sheets of construc-
tion paper. Work by yourself or with a friend. Use the picture below as a
model. Follow these steps.

Making the Doors
• Start with the top sheet. Cut out six doors. The doors should be able to

open and close.

• On each door, write a question about the ocean.

• Illustrate your flap board.

Making the Bottom Sheet
• Tape or glue the two sheets together.

• Beneath each door, answer the question you wrote on the door. Use
facts from the book.

Hang your flap boards in the classroom. See if you can answer everyone’s
questions.
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Plankton What mammals 

live in the ocean?

How do fish 

breathe?
What causes 

waves?


