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Me (Mandy)
Mandy has freckles. 
She likes doing crafts.

Tim
Tim likes to pretend  
he can fly. His favorite  
color is red.

Mom
Mom likes to read books  
and drink coffee.  
She likes gardening.

Nana
Nana wears glasses.  
She likes to wave to  
children on the bus.

CharactersCharacters
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SettingSetting
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My name is Mandy. I have a little 
brother named Tim. He is six years 
old, and he is so silly.

Tim’s Wish

ChapterChapter 1

6



It’s nearly Tim’s birthday.

“Guess what Sam got for his 
birthday?” Tim asked. Sam was Tim’s 
best friend.
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The next day, Nana came to visit. 
She gave Tim some birthday money. 
It was five $1 coins.

Not Such a Good Idea

ChapterChapter 6
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Later that afternoon, I found Tim 
filling five pots with Mom’s  
fertilizer.

“What are you doing?” I asked.
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GlossaryGlossary

afford
have enough money  
to buy

beamed
smiled for a long 
time

bills
amounts of money 
owed to people

buds
small, green shapes  
that turn into 
flowers
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disappointed
sad because 
something has not 
happened

noticed
seen

patient
able to wait for 
something to happen

shrubs
low plants with  
many woody stems; 
bushes
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Looking at a NarrativeLooking at a Narrative

Introduction  
(Who? What? Where?)

Who? What? Where?
Mandy Tim tells Mandy he’s At Tim and 
Tim going to ask Dad to Mandy’s house 
 buy him a bike for 
 his birthday. 

Problem
(What happens? What goes wrong? How does the character feel?)

PROBLEM 1

Mandy tells Tim to plant a money tree. Tim plants his dime, but  
it doesn’t grow into a tree. Tim is disappointed.
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PROBLEM 2
Mandy puts a branch in Tim’s pot.  
She doesn’t notice the tiny flower 
buds. Tim thinks the buds will grow  
into money, and he will have lots  
of coins. Mom doesn’t like Mandy  
playing tricks on Tim.

 Resolution
 (How the problem is solved)

  Mom tells Mandy to stick all of 
her dimes on the branch.

Connectives to look out for
But The next day The next morning 
Soon That night A few minutes later 
When Later that afternoon Some day

Pronouns to look out for
I he you his  him her she
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Author Jan Weeks
Who is your hero?
Anyone who can sit in a dentist’s chair without shaking.
What is the best advice you have ever been given?
Don’t listen to other people’s advice, unless it’s going to 
make you rich.
Where is your favorite place to go on vacation? 
Somewhere where I’m treated like a queen.
How long is your little finger?
Long enough to scratch my forehead when I’m trying to 
think.
What do you like to do on your birthday? 
Lie about my age.

Illustrator Janine Dawson
Where is your favorite place to go on vacation? 
Usually a little vacation somewhere in Australia. 
Whenever I hit the open road I feel like Mr. Toad in  
The Wind in the Willows. Toot! Toot! I love hitting the 
open road. 
How long is your little finger?
For those budding palm readers out there, I have an 
average length Mercury Finger (little finger).
What do you like to do on your birthday?
I love to do whatever happens on the day, together with 
my family and friends. Funny enough, this year I did a 
palm-reading course . . . oooh! Interesting, considering 
the previous question. Coincidence? You be the judge!
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Think 
About It
Think 
About It

• What does Tim want for his birthday?  
Why does Mandy think that Dad won’t be 
able to buy him a bike? 

• Why do you think Mandy tells Tim how to 
grow a money tree?  

• How does Tim feel when he realizes that his 
tree isn’t growing? What does he do to help 
it grow?  

• Why do you think Mandy puts a branch into 
Tim’s pot? How does this get her into trouble 
with Mom?  

• Why does Mom make Mandy put her  
coins on the tree? Who is to blame for  
Tim planting his birthday coins—Mom or 
Mandy? Why? 




