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Characters

Mara is nervous about

learning to swim.

Bingo is a dog that

likes to be where the

action is.

Eva enjoys playing

games with her

friend, Mara.

Joan is Mara’s older

sister. She doesn’t like

taking care of Mara.
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“If we can’t go to the ocean, we’ll

bring the ocean to us,” Eva said. “I’ll have

you swimming before you know it, Mara!”

“Well, okay, I guess . . .” Mara replied.

“Let’s go in and change into our

bathing suits,” said Eva.
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The girls grabbed their towels and ran

outside to the small swimming pool. Bingo

leaned over the pool of cool water, but

Mara stood back nervously. Eva unpacked

her snorkel, goggles, and her plastic whale

and starfish.
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Mara frowned. Her eyes darted from

the pool to Eva and back.

“Do you really think this will help me

learn to swim?” Mara asked her friend

anxiously. Mara didn’t think it would.
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“Bingo, you’re back to your old white

self. Come here and I’ll dry you off,” said

Eva, grabbing a clean towel. “Just in time!”

“Phew,” said Mara. She wiped her

brow with relief, but to her surprise there

was blue on the back of her hand.
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“My face, I forgot about my face.

Mom’s going to . . .”

“Is someone calling me?” asked Mara’s

mom, looking into the bathroom.


